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The 3 W’s of Code
Enforcement

Why, When, and Where??

Do Codes have a purpose?

Why does the city and state get to tell
me what to do with my own little

piece of America??
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Codes Have an Ancient History!!

The Code of Hammurabi

Around 1700 BC, King Hammurabi of Babylon set down in writing hundreds of the
Laws of the Kingdom, addressing many general topics of daily life. The following
are excerpts from the King Hammurabi Code of Laws, thought by many to be the
first written building code:
229. If a builder build a house for someone, and does no construct it properly, and
the house which he built fall in and kill owner, then the builder shall be put to death
230 If it kills the son of the owner, the son of that builder shall be put to death.
232 If it ruin goods, he shall make compensation for all that he has ruined, and
insomuch as he did not construct properly this house which he built and it fell, he shall
re-erect the house from his own means

The Great London Fire (circa 1666 AD)
London was hit hard by the Plaque the 2 years before the burning of London. The plaque was
so rampant due to the crowded buildings and sanitation was unheard of. The prevalent means
of construction was timber and the fire was believed to have been started in a neighborhood
near the Tower of London. The fire destroyed over 15,000 buildings or over two-thirds of the
city.

Parliament labored 2 years after the fire to write, the “London Building Act” which set up some
building regulations for the City of London. However in the two years these took to write much of
London had already been rebuilt using the same poor standards.

Things that make your go HMMMMMMMMMMM?

San Francisco Earthquake (Circa 1906 A.D.)
The portions of San Francisco that were not destroyed by the Earthquake were destroyed by
the resulting fires which swept thru the community.
Many of our code organizations of today were beginning to form or on the verge of forming.
We began to seriously study the construction and integrity of structures during earthquakes.
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Hurricane Andrew (Circa 1992 A.D.)
One of the costliest hurricanes ever in terms of property
damage. 90% of all homes in Dade County Florida had roof
damage and 117,000 homes were destroyed or had major
damage. Much of what was learned and discovered
regarding construction relative to the ability of these structures
to withstand strong winds have since been incorporated into the
building codes.

Necessity is the mother of ALL
Inventions!

Lets get into it!!

The Virginia Maintenance Code 2012
This is a state code and is locally
adopted for existing structures.

codes.iccsafe.org
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Why do I need to paint and maintain the exterior of my
house?

Your home’s exterior can get stressed out! Moisture can wreak havoc on your
exterior paint. It doesn’t take long before exposed wood begins rotting.

VMC 304.2
All exterior surfaces, including but not limited to, doors, door and window frames, cornices,
porches, trim, balconies, decks and fences, shall be maintained in good condition.
Exterior wood surfaces, other then decay-resistant woods, shall be protected from the elements
and decay by painting or other protective covering or treatment. Peeling, flaking and chipped
paint shall be eliminated and surfaces repainted. All siding and masonry joints, as well as those
between the building envelope and the perimeter of windows, doors and skylights, shall be
maintained weather resistant and water tight. All metal surfaces subject to rust or corrosion
shall be coated to inhibit such rust and corrosion, and all surfaces with rust or corrosion shall be
stabilized and coated to inhibit future rust and corrosion.
Oxidation stains shall be removed from exterior surfaces.
Surfaces designed for stabilization by oxidation are exempt from this requirement.

Creative !!!
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My brother-in-law can change that electrical outlet and light
switch!!

VMC 605.1
All electrical equipment, wiring and appliances shall be properly installed and maintained in a
safe and approved way.

We just need an extra bathroom in this house!!!

VMC 504.2
Fixtures clearances. Plumbing fixtures shall have adequate clearances for usage and cleaning.
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City Ordinances!
www.municode.com

Common City Ordinances you should know!

Tall Weeds and Grass 27-6
Definition: vegetable matter is defined as grass, weeds, bushes,

underbrush, poison ivy, poison oak, or any other vegetable matter which has grown
to suffiicient height and cover or to be a height of more than 12 inches so as to
provide cover or harborage for rodent and vermin.

Solid Waste 14-5-5
Unlawful storage and accumulation of solid waste.

Inoperable Vehicles 29-58
Open storage of inoperable vehicles on residential property
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The Department of Neighborhood
Development

Division of Neighborhood Quality and Code
Compliance

401 Monticello Avenue
664-4080

The Department of Neighborhood Development invest in residents, resources,
and solutions to develop a GREATER quality of life for all neighborhoods in the

City of Norfolk.

Let’s Talk!
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Neighborhood Tools
(Free)

Six Questions Neighborhoods Should
Consider

With follow up resources and
strategies

6. What can the City tell me
about my neighborhood?

• Search “PlaNorfolk 2030” on city website
• Norfolk AIR – google “Norfolk AIR”
• Google “CrimeView Community Norfolk”
• Agendas and Videos
• Economic Development website –

www.norfolkdevelopment.com
• City Budget
• Google “Interactive Norfolk mapper”
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5. What is the market doing
in my neighborhood?

• Ask real estate agent

• Consult www.hrmls.com

• “Economic Indicators” Reports from the
City’s website under the Budget and
Strategic Planning Department

Healthiest Middle Less Healthy

Influencing the
Middle

• Relationship
building

• Communication
• Recognition
• Visioning &

Neighborhood
Standards guides

4. What is the middle 1/3 of
my neighborhood doing?
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Door Hanger from Olde
Huntersville & Welcome

brochure from
Fairmount Park

3. What are my
neighborhood’s strengths,
assets, and networks?

Healthy Neighborhood Guiding Principles

1. Identify and Focus on Strengths

2. Target Resources

3. Build Genuine Partnerships

4. Connect work to Neighborhood Confidence
Building
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2. What is my neighborhood
brand?

• How do outsiders and insiders perceive it?
• What verbal messages does your

neighborhood give about itself?
• What non-verbal messages does your

neighborhood say about itself?
• What web presence does it have?
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1. Do people have an
emotional attachment to your
neighborhood?

(love, fun, creative, beauty,
welcoming, open, …)

Your Home is
Your Investment
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• Safety (direct and indirect)
• Curb appeal attracts good neighbors
• Reduces long term costs
• Protect your investment

If you think you have a gas leak
and you don’t have a gas tester,
mix water and dish detergent in a
bottle and spray on the location
of the suspected leak.

If you see bubbling, there is a leak
present.

Check for leaks in places like
stoves, gas meters, and fire places.
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• Caulking your windows and
doors will keep air and water
out

• It contributes to energy
efficiency

• Caulking your tub can prevent
water damage to floors and
crawl spaces

• Areas of peeling paint can lead
to costly paint jobs when air
or water gets underneath the
paint

• Makes your home more
appealing
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• Siding protects your home from the elements

• Damage can allow water to enter which leads to mold
and can cause foundation issues

When siding is damaged, you
should remove the sheet of
siding as soon as possible and
replace.

• Clean leaves and debris from
gutters to minimize roof
issues

• Water that accumulates in the
gutter system can lead to
leaks which damages the roof
sheathing, framing, and
cornice.

• Excess water can lead to
termite infestation

• Clogged gutters can lead to
gallons of water dumped onto
the ground near the
foundation leading to damage
of the structural soundness of
the home
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• Shingles protect your home
from inclement weather

• Also protects your home
from pests like insects

• Promotes drainage so water
does not enter the home

While most prefer to leave this
work to the professionals,
homeowners can still inspect
for damage, but be very careful.

This is not so much a repair
as it is an identification of
potential problems:
• sagging floors
• ponding (accumulation of

water or sewage)
• plumbing leaks
• pest infestation (termites,

ants)
• mold
• loose wiring
• Missing or loose floor

insulation
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• Tour other neighborhoods

• Ask a real estate agent

• Ask home improvement or
gardening stores

• Check out Bay Star Homes
or River Star Homes

• And lastly…

http://askhrgreen.org/baystarhomes/

http://www.elizabethriver.org/river-star-homes

• Remember that
• Sometimes less is better
• Sometimes it is better to get a second

opinion
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Not only is your home a reflection of you, it’s a reflection of
your neighborhood.

Good home maintenance protects your most valuable asset
and it supports safe, healthy, inclusive neighborhoods- places
where people want to live.

Here’s some resources to consider:

http://www.realsimple.com/home-organizing/home-
improvement/maintenance-repairs/12-quick-home-repairs

http://home.howstuffworks.com/home-
improvement/repair/5-home-repairs-you-should-do-
yourself.htm


