
The 3 W’s of Code 
Enforcement

Why, When, and Where??



Do Codes have a purpose? 

Why does the city and state get to tell 
me what to do with my own little 

piece of America??



Codes Have an Ancient History!!

The Code of Hammurabi

Around 1700 BC, King Hammurabi of Babylon set down in writing hundreds of the 

Laws of the Kingdom, addressing many general topics of daily life.  The following 

are excerpts from the King Hammurabi Code of Laws, thought by many to be the 

first written building code:

229. If a builder build a house for someone, and does no construct it properly, and 

the house which he built fall in and kill owner, then the builder shall be put to death

230 If it kills the son of the owner, the son of that builder shall be put to death.

232 If it ruin goods, he shall make compensation for all that he has ruined, and 

insomuch as he did not construct properly this house which he built and it fell, he shall 

re-erect the house from his own means



The Great London Fire (circa 1666 AD)

London was hit hard by the Plaque the 2 years before the burning of London.  The plaque was 

so rampant due to the crowded buildings and sanitation was unheard of.  The prevalent means 

of construction was timber and the fire was believed to have been started in a neighborhood 

near the Tower of London.  The fire destroyed over 15,000 buildings or over two-thirds of the 

city.  

Parliament labored 2 years after the fire to write, the “London Building Act” which set up some 

building regulations for the City of London.  However in the two years these took to write much of 

London had already been rebuilt using the same poor standards.  

Things that make your go HMMMMMMMMMMM? 

San Francisco Earthquake (Circa 1906 A.D.)

The portions of San Francisco that were not destroyed by the Earthquake were destroyed by 

the resulting fires which swept thru the community.  

Many of our code organizations of today were beginning to form or on the verge of forming.  

We began to seriously study the construction and integrity of structures during earthquakes. 



Hurricane Andrew (Circa 1992 A.D.)
One of the costliest hurricanes ever in terms of property 

damage.  90% of all homes in Dade County Florida had roof 

damage and 117,000 homes were destroyed or had major 

damage.  Much of what was learned and discovered 

regarding construction relative to the ability of these structures 

to withstand strong winds have since been incorporated into the 

building codes. 

Necessity is the mother of ALL 
Inventions!



Lets get into it!!

The Virginia Maintenance Code 2012   

This is a state code and is locally 

adopted for existing structures.  

codes.iccsafe.org



Why do I need to paint and maintain the exterior of my 

house? 

Your home’s exterior can get stressed out!   Moisture can wreak havoc on your 

exterior paint.  It doesn’t take long before exposed wood begins rotting.  

VMC 304.2

All exterior surfaces, including but not limited to, doors, door and window frames, cornices, 

porches, trim, balconies, decks and fences, shall be maintained in good condition.

Exterior wood surfaces, other then decay-resistant woods, shall be protected from the elements 

and decay by painting or other protective covering or treatment.  Peeling, flaking and chipped 

paint shall be eliminated and surfaces repainted. All siding and masonry joints, as well as those 

between the building envelope and the perimeter of windows, doors and skylights, shall be 

maintained weather resistant and water tight. All metal surfaces subject to rust or corrosion 

shall be coated to inhibit such rust and corrosion, and all surfaces with rust or corrosion shall be 

stabilized and coated to inhibit future rust and corrosion.

Oxidation stains shall be removed from exterior surfaces.

Surfaces designed for stabilization by oxidation are exempt from this requirement.



Creative !!!



My brother-in-law can change that electrical outlet and light 

switch!!

VMC 605.1 

All electrical equipment, wiring and appliances shall be properly installed and maintained in a 

safe and approved way. 



We just need an extra bathroom in this house!!!  

VMC 504.2

Fixtures clearances.  Plumbing fixtures shall have adequate clearances for usage and cleaning.



City Ordinances!
www.municode.com



Common City Ordinances you should know!

Tall Weeds and Grass 27-6 

Definition: vegetable matter is defined as grass, weeds, bushes, 

underbrush, poison ivy, poison oak, or any other vegetable matter which has grown 

to suffiicient height and cover or to be a height of more than 12 inches so as to 

provide cover or harborage for rodent and vermin. 

Solid Waste 14-5-5

Unlawful storage and accumulation of solid waste.

Inoperable Vehicles 29-58

Open storage of inoperable vehicles on residential property



The Department of Neighborhood 
Development  

Division of Neighborhood Quality and Code 
Compliance 

400 Granby Street
664-4080 

The Department of Neighborhood Development invest in residents, resources, 
and solutions to develop a GREATER quality of life for all neighborhoods in the 

City of Norfolk. 



Let’s Talk!


