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EXPRESSIVE ACTIVITY PERMIT GUIDELINES

The Special Events office oversees the permitting process for first amendment expressive activities including, but not limited to
assemblies, marches, parades, demonstrations and rallies in the City of Norfolk. Applicants interested in obtaining a permit for the use of
City property designated for expressive activities are required to complete a permit application and follow the steps in the permit
application approval process.

PERMIT APPLICATION TO HOLD PARADE/PUBLIC ASSEMBLY
NORFOLK CITY CODE SECTIONS 29-67, 25.2-50 AND/OR SPECIAL PERMITS UNDER 29-67(m)

It is the right of the City of Norfolk to ensure the free and safe passage of pedestrians and vehicles on the public rights-of-way, to ensure
free and safe access to public areas, and otherwise regulate and control the time, place and manner of activities that would otherwise
threaten the public health, safety, and welfare, while also encouraging the exercise of rights under the First Amendment of the United
States Constitution. Content of the expressive activity will never be regulated and all requests for expressive activities are treated equally,
as long as the permit criteria and requirements are met. No group assembling lawfully will be discriminated against or denied the right of
assembly.

WHAT EXPRESSIVE ACTIVITIES ARE PROTECTED BY THE FIRST AMENDMENT?

The following are typical First Amendment activities: The following are NOT First Amendment activities:
e Religious services or ceremonies e Church picnic, community or social gathering
e Press conference e Obscenity and Public Nudity in violation of City Code
e Press coverage of breaking news Sections 28-2 and 28-12.
e Voter Registration e Ceremonies/Receptions (i.e. wedding, re-enlistment, etc.)
e Collecting signatures on petitions or voter initiatives e Recreational Activities (i.e. camping, athletics, sporting
e Public demonstration, picketing, assembly or rally for events)
expressing opinion and views e Non symbolic erecting of structures (i.e. tents, stages)
e Distribution of printed materials related to free e Loitering so as to threaten public safety
expression of opinion e Filming activities other than news broadcast
e Non-commercial processions/parades e Fundraising events

e Commercial activity (including parades/processions)
e Invitation only/private event

ALL expressive activities conducted on City property with thirty (30) or more participants requires a written permit.
WHERE CAN | HOST AN EXPRESSIVE ACTIVITY?

If the event qualifies as a first amendment activity, the City will accommodate the activity in a traditional public forum.

Traditional Public Forums: A “Traditional Public Forum” is protected by the 1% amendment and is a place with a long tradition of
expressive activities. The City can impose only content-neutral time, place, and manner restrictions on speech.

The following are categories of traditional public forums: Sidewalks, Public Parks, and Public Streets. Other requested
locations are to be reviewed on a case by case basis by the City.

The following are NOT considered Traditional Public Forums: City Buildings, City Parking Lots, or Sand Beach Property.

Designated Public Forums: A “Designated Public Forum” is an area in which the City has chosen to open for special events or
private events although it did not have to. Designated public forums are not open for expressive activities. All groups must be
granted equal access to the area, therefore all policies and/or fees set for the area apply the same to each organization.

DEADLINES & FEES

Event Location Deadline Fees

Major Street/ Street Downtown Minimum of 30 calendar days prior
$10 Application Fee (non-refundable)
Other Traditional Public Forums (sidewalk, park) Minimum of 5 business days prior
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